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and have earned him a high degree of renown
and respect. Some of the numerous awards
bestowed upon him include the 1963 Michigan
Veteran of the Year, the Chapel of Four Chap-
lains Award, the Wayne County Artistic Excel-
lence and Community Commitment Award,
and a special Resolution of Tribute from the
Michigan Legislature.

Mr. Speaker, I say without a doubt that
every veterans organization in Michigan owes
part of their success to Raymond O’Neill’s
constant diligence. Our veterans have been
affected in so many ways by his hard work
and advocacy on their behalf. Although he is
retiring, I know that he will remain the best ad-
vocate a veteran could have. I ask my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to
join me in paying tribute to Ray and wishing
him well in his retirement.
f

HONORING CHARLES SEIPELT

HON. ROB PORTMAN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 3, 1997

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to acknowledge Charles
Seipelt, who is retiring after 35 years as prin-
cipal of Pleasant Hill Elementary School in Mil-
ford, OH. Mr. Seipelt has been the one and
only principal of the school since it was built.
His long and dedicated service as principal is
truly remarkable, and he will be greatly missed
by students, teachers, and fellow administra-
tors. I know I speak for everyone in Milford in
wishing him the best of success in his future
endeavors.
f

THE LEGACY OF THE MARSHALL
PLAN: 50 YEARS LATER, THE
WORLD STILL BENEFITS
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OF CALIFORNIA
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, this week the
United States and the countries of Western
Europe mark the 50th anniversary of the June
5, 1947, Commencement Address at Harvard
University by then Secretary of State George
C. Marshall in which the idea of the Marshall
Plan was first publicly discussed. That idea
was an act of statesmanship, and its imple-
mentation was one of the greatest examples
of bipartisan foreign policy.

Secretary Marshall’s address was given just
2 years after the end of World War II at a time
when the economy of Europe was still in
shambles. Many cities were in rubble, in most
countries food was still rationed, and those
factories that were still functioning were oper-
ating at only a fraction of their prewar levels.
The decision by the Government of the United
States to contribute to the rebuilding of Europe
by sending money, equipment, and services
was a major factor in accelerating Europe’s re-
covery. It helped restore the confidence of the
political and economic leaders of the countries
of Western Europe, and it brought to Europe
an infusion of American ideas—economic and
management concepts, as well as political
ideas. These have been major factors in the

economic and political transformation of Eu-
rope.

Mr. Speaker, just a few days ago, this
House considered and adopted a resolution
which I introduced with the cosponsorship of a
number of my colleagues, House Concurrent
Resolution 63, recommitting the United States
to the principles of the Marshall Plan. Mr.
Speaker, that resolution recognizes the wis-
dom and insight of Secretary Marshall’s ad-
dress and of the policy that resulted from it,
and it recommits the United States to that
wise policy first enunciated 50 years ago. I ap-
preciate the wisdom of the House in rededicat-
ing our Nation to those principles.

Mr. Speaker, the Washington Post Outlook
Section in its issue of May 25 published a bril-
liant essay by historian John Lukacs on the
legacy of the Marshall Plan. Professor Lukacs
is one of the most distinguished and articulate
scholars of contemporary history, and he is
the author of a number of important books on
international politics in the second half of this
century. He points out that the greatest impor-
tance of the Marshall Plan was not its con-
tribution to European economic recovery, but
the affirmation of an American commitment to
the political and military security of Europe.
We recognized through our unselfish imple-
mentation of the Marshall plan that our own
Nation’s future was linked with the security,
prosperity, and democratic success of Europe.
Mr. Speaker, I ask that the article by Professor
Lukacs be placed in the RECORD and I urge
my colleagues to give it careful, serious, and
thoughtful attention.

THE IDEA THAT REMADE EUROPE

(By John Lukacs)
The fifth of June, 1947, was a milestone in

the history of the United States, and of what
was soon thereafter called the Western
World. Fifty years ago, in a speech to Har-
vard University’s graduating class, Sec-
retary of State George C. Marshall an-
nounced the European Recovery Program,
later known as the Marshall Plan. It de-
scribed the American government’s firm res-
olution to underwrite the economic recovery
of European countries damaged by the re-
cently ended war and threatened by the pos-
sible expansion of international communism.

The plan was a great success. It provided
for generous loans, outright gifts and the
furnishing of American equipment, eventu-
ally amounting to some $13 billion (or about
$88.5 billion in today’s dollars) tendered to 16
countries over five years between 1947 and
1952. West Germany was included among the
recipients when it became a state in 1948.

The Marshall Plan was a milestone; but it
was not a turning point. The giant American
ship of state was already changing course.
Two years before, the government and much
of American public opinion had looked to the
Soviet Union as their principal ally, even
sometimes at the expense of Britain. But by
early 1947, the Truman administration had
begun to perceive the Soviet Union as Amer-
ica’s principal adversary—a revolution in
foreign policy that has had few precedents in
the history of this country.

In 1947, this was marked by three impor-
tant events; the announcement of the Tru-
man Doctrine in March, committing the
United States to the defense of Greece and
Turkey; the announcement of the Marshall
Plan in June; and the publication in the July
issue of Foreign Affairs of the famous ‘‘X’’
article by George F. Kennan, then director of
the State Department’s policy planning
staff, who defined a policy of Soviet ‘‘con-
tainment.’’ In a radical department from

American traditions, these three statements
showed that the United States was commit-
ted to defend a large part of Europe, even in
the absence of war.

All this is true, but perhaps a whit too sim-
ple in retrospect. The term ‘‘Cold War’’ did
not yet exist, and there was still hope that a
definite break with the Soviet Union—lead-
ing among other things to a hermetic divi-
sion of Europe—might be avoided. Marshall’s
speech suggested that the offer was open to
the states of Eastern Europe too, and per-
haps even to the Soviet Union. One reason
for this somewhat indefinite generosity was
to maintain an American presence in East-
ern Europe, since the plan called for the es-
tablishment of ties with the United States,
including the temporary presence of Amer-
ican administrators.

That is why Stalin refused to countenance
the Marshall Plan from its inception. (As
Winston Churchill had said, Stalin feared
Western friendship more than he feared
Western enmity.) Czechoslovakia provides a
case in point. Ruled by a coalition govern-
ment in which the Communists were amply
represented but which was parliamentary
and democratic, Czechoslovakia still hoped
to remain a possible bridge between East and
West. The first reaction of the Prague gov-
ernment was to accept the offer of the Mar-
shall Plan. Moscow then ordered the govern-
ment to refuse it, which it did—instantly.

This did not surprise officials in Washing-
ton, including Kennan. By June, the division
of Europe was already hardening fast. The
Iron Curtain (a phrase first employed 15
months before by Churchill) was becoming a
physical reality. Eight months after Mar-
shall’s speech, the Communists took over
Prague. Soon after came the Russian block-
ade of West Berlin, the Berlin airlift, the
final separation of Western from Eastern
Germany, and the formation of NATO in
early 1949. The partition of Europe was fro-
zen; the Cold War was on.

So, generously offered and eagerly accept-
ed, the Marshall Plan was restricted to West-
ern Europe. Within four years, the economic
and financial recovery of Western Europe
was advancing swiftly. It is interesting that
the costs of the American contribution to re-
building Europe during those first crucial
years of the Cold War were about the same
as the costs of the materials it had given the
Soviet Union during World War II to help
with the Allied victory. After 1947, not a sin-
gle European country went Communist that
was not already Communist in 1947—a situa-
tion that remained unchanged until the dis-
solution of the Soviet Eastern European em-
pire in 1989.

But the economic effects of the Marshall
Plan should not be exaggerated. Its principal
effect was political: a definite sign of Ameri-
ca’s commitment to the defense of Western
Europe, and to maintaining an American
presence there. Behind the Marshall Plan, of
course, was the habitual American inclina-
tion to overrate economic factors, coupled
with the inclination to think in ideological
terms, to be preoccupied by the dangers of
communism, rather than by the existence of
Russian nationalism, including the Russian
military presence in Eastern Europe. Despite
the success of the Marshall Plan and of West-
ern European economic recovery, the propor-
tion of Communist voters in countries such
as France and Italy did not decrease from
1947 to 1953.

The Marshall Plan left a more long-stand-
ing legacy than recovery. It was one of the
instruments of the democratization of West-
ern Europe, resulting in the emulation and
adoption of American ideas and institutions,
such as progressive income taxation, Social
Security, near-universal education and in-
stallment buying, all of which led to the
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